[image: image1.png]





Venturer Vibes





The Newsletter of the 1st Deer Park Venturer Unit








Issue 14	www.mackellarps.vic.edu.au/venturers/home.htm	24th September 2004   





Welcome


Hi to everyone and welcome to another Venturer Vibes.  2004 is passing us by very quickly and it will be the end of the year again before you know it.    I hope this Vibes helps you plan this very busy time.





Recycling of Printer Ink & Toner Cartridges


Most of you are probably aware you can recycle printer ink and toner cartridges.  What you probably don’t know is that the Venturers accept empty cartridges for re-cycling.  Each cartridge brings the Unit about $5, so it mounts up.  If you or any of your friends have been throwing your used printer cartridges out, throw them our way so the Unit can raise a bit more money.  It all helps keep the cost of activities down.





Water Activities Day – Sunday 10th October


Most of the Unit have expressed interest in participating in this day at the Vic Guide Scout Sailing Centre in Sandringham.  Family members are also welcome to attend at $10 per person.  There will be activities such as:





sailing


canoeing and paddle boarding


beach volleyball


beach cricket


fun with kites and


-	‘Survivor’ type activities.





Old shoes MUST be worn at all times whilst at the Centre due to the risk of being cut by sharp objects in the sand and the water.





The Unit will be leaving from the hall at 8.00am on the Sunday as a few of us have commitments at the Centre before the day begins.  At the end of the day, there will be a considerable amount of packing up to do, so each Unit member will be delivered to their  homes late in the afternoon.





If you or members of you family would like join in on this day, please contact me for more details.





Money Owed


During the holidays I have been working through the Unit’s financial records and I have included a tax invoice for what our records show is owed by your Venturer to the Unit.  Separately, each Venturer owes only a small amount of money, but collectively, the Unit is owed in excess of $900.00.  Please help the Unit’s finances by paying the money owed by your Venturer to the Unit as soon as possible.





As an aside, Unit Council is always considering ways of reducing the costs of activities.  Unit Council recently paid in excess of $250 towards the cost of the snow trip.  The more Unit Council can keep its income up to date, the more it can help by subsidising the costs of activities.





Leader Advanced Training


For the past few years, I have been trying to complete my training as a Venturer Leader.  Fortunately, the time is now right and I have been accepted in to a course in October and November.  Initially, this course was to run on weekends and Monday nights.  This is not now the case as the Monday nights have been converted to additional weekends.  What this means to you and the Venturers is that the Unit program as advertised has changed.  I have included the changes on the web site for everyone’s information.





Venture 2006


The 13th Australian Venture will be on between 3rd and the 14th January 2006.  This Venture will be held at Cataract Park near Wollongong in NSW and is open to invested Venturers who will be between 14 and a half and 18 years of age as at 1st January 2006.  Although these dates preclude a few of our Unit from attending, at a quick glance there are currently 7 Venturers within 1st Deer Park who are age eligible to attend.





A 'Venture' is the next step up from a Scout Jamboree with the activities aimed at the older age group and it’s much more fun!!





Stop Press





Monday 4th 0ctober





Derrimut Rovers have been trying for about 4 months to arrange a night to go swimming with us and also hold a ‘going-up’ ceremony for Kieran.  Well, they’re finally happening on our first night back – Monday 4th October





We will meet at the hall at the usual time before proceeding with the Rovers to the State Swimming Centre at Albert Park.  There will be no need for your Venturer to wear uniform to the centre, however they WILL need to take their shirt and scarf for the going-up ceremony which will be held at some stage during the night.  The swimming centre closes at 10.00pm so we will be back at the hall around 10.30pm.





Cost is around $5 entry to the pool plus spending money.








A Night With 1st Kings Park Scouts


Wednesday 13th October





We have also been trying to arrange a night with the Scouts at 1st Kings Park for quite a while.  At the moment it looks as though this will happen in the second week back meaning we will meet on the Wednesday night that week instead of the Monday night.  The Venturers will be given more details on this on our first night back.





There’s not a lot of information available at the moment but I have enclosed a copy of a promotional flyer with some basic details in it.  Further details can be obtained by sending the tear-off section to the address on it or from the Venture web site -� HYPERLINK "http://www.venture.scouts.com.au" ��http://www.venture.scouts.com.au�.  Application forms are also not available at the moment but keep an eye on the web site.


 


Costs will be a huge factor when considering whether or not your Venturer will be able to attend the Venture.  At present the cost structure is:





Basic Venture 2006 Fee:	$600.00


Transport (airfare to and 	$230.00


from Sydney and buses to the site)


Victorian Contingent Fee	$91.00


	$921.00





These costs include most of the major expeditions.  However there may be additional expedition costs depending on what your Venturer chooses to do.  Check out � HYPERLINK "http://www.venture.scouts.com.au" ��http://www.venture.scouts.com.au� for more details.





It is anticipated applications and the first installment will be due on or about 28th February 2005.





I am currently in the process of writing to all the Scouts and Venturers in the District who are age eligible to attend the Venture.  I plan to hold a parent’s meeting later in the year to update everyone with the latest info. 





Have a talk to your Venturer to see if they might be interested and keep an eye out for a letter from me in the near future.





That’s about all for this Vibes.





See you all in the new term.























Steve Burns.








