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Welcome


Hi everyone and welcome to the latest edition of Venturer Vibes.  This edition isn’t so much an update but more of a ‘where we are at’.  There is also a section which warns you, the parents, of what’s ahead so please get the calendar and highlighter ready.





Tents


The Unit is missing 2 of its hike tents.  Can everyone please have a look around and see if there are any green hike tents under beds or in cupboards at their place.  If you find one, or know where one is, can you please contact me?





Registrations


I understand that for what ever reason, the concept of Scout Association registration and census is foreign to most (if not all) parents so sit back while I try and explain.





The Scouting year runs from 1st July to 30th June each year, it’s the same as the Financial Year.  The Scout Association registers and insures all its Leaders, Youth Members and casual volunteers (parents and Group Committee members) during that period, the funds coming from the annual registration fees paid by you, the parents of the youth members.  For the 2005 / 2006 year, these fees are $105 per youth member.





Census is a term used by the Association and given to the process of determining who is ‘financial’ as at 1st July and therefore registrable and insurable.  Just prior to 30th June, each Group Committee submits the names of those youth members whose parents have paid the $105 registration fee and the Scout Association registers and insures them.





Which brings me to the reason for raising this point.  Our Group Committee has advised me that only one Venturer was registered at census.  What this means is that as of today, 1st Deer Park has a Venturer Unit of one, which makes it difficult when running activities. 





As the Venturer Leader I have made the decision to continue to accept everyone who walks in the door and to continue to run the Venturer program as though nothing had changed, BUT I cannot take any Venturer who is not registered (and therefore insured) out of the hall on any activity.  This has real repercussions for the snow trip at the end of July.





The solution to this problem (which I might add is not confined to Venturers or 1st Deer Park) is to re-register all the Venturers as soon as possible.  This can be done as soon as parents pay the Association’s fee to the Group Committee.





If you have any questions regarding this process, please contact any of the following Group Committee members; Paul Clayton, Phil Hutchison, Julie Woodford, Sheryn Licht or Janette Gillespie.





Unit Program


There are more and more activities coming to light for the remainder of this year as time goes on.  Keep an eye on the program pages at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/calendar.htm" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/calendar.htm� for updates so you can keep one step ahead of your Venturer.  These are the highlights:


- a DVD and Pizza night


-	the Snow Trip to Baw Baw


-	Courses, courses and more courses.  Have a look at the Unit calendar to see what your Venturer can attend.


-	a couple of nights with the Scouts and a night with the Cubs


-	the District camp at Blackwood


-	a Ghost Tour of the CBD


-	a Night Drop with another Unit


-	a canoeing / BBQ night on the Maribyrnong River


-	Attendance at Sth Metro, Camberwell and Whitehorse Showtime’s Venturer nights to meet old acquaintances and make new friends


-	Boot parties for both Tim and Andrew








Dive School


Trekker


Explorer


Sailing Sydney and


Whitewater





Unit Council


On our first night back we will again be holding Unit Council elections.  At these elections, Unit members elect a Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and one Ordinary member who will make decisions on the operation of the Unit for the following 6 months.





If your Venturer is elected to Unit Council, can you please ensure they attend the Unit Council meetings.  These are held on the 4th Tuesday of the month at the Scout Hall.  The meetings commence at 7.30pm and are over and done with by 9.00pm.





In the past, we have had trouble with Unit Council members forgetting to attend the Unit Council meetings and this has had a detrimental effect on the operations of the Unit.  Again, if your Venturer is elected to Unit Council, please remind them of the need to attend the Unit Council meetings.





That’s all for this issue.  Have a great rest of holiday (is that possible with the kids at home) and I’ll see everyone next term.




















Steve Burns.


9367-1887


0409-673867


ssburns@bigpond.net.au








-	and to top it all off, Vic Gathering will be running a ‘Battle Of The Bands’ on the Saturday night this year.  The organisers are also looking for Venturers to be on an Activities Sub-Committee.  This sub-committee will look at introducing new activities, modify and improve existing activities while working within a budget.  If your Venturer is interested in either of these, get them to give me a call.





Venture 2006


To say that information about the Venture is slow in coming and sketchy is putting it politely at best.    All the information I am getting is from the forums on the web site and all they are saying is that the expeditions have been allocated and everyone will find out what expedition that have been allocated to some time in July.





In the meantime, you can follow the following processes to see the status of your Venturer’s application and try and determine which expedition you have been allocated to.





Logon on to the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.venture.scouts.com.au" ��http://www.venture.scouts.com.au�.


Click on ‘Apply’ on the left and then the ‘Status’ tab.  If your status is ‘VOC Accepted’ then you’ve been allocated to an expedition.


Click on the ‘Expedition’ tab to find out which one.





This process isn’t foolproof as the organisers are changing things on the fly but it might give you  and your Venturer some answers.  As soon as I know more, I plan to call a meeting of all the people I know who have applied to pass on any extra information that I may have.





On that, applications are still open if your Venturer has not yet decided if they want to go or not.  It’s not too late to apply and there is still room in the following expeditions if they change their mind.


Canyoning


Abseiling


Navigate


Odyssey


Beach Bums


Maritime


Windy


Fishing


Soaring








