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Welcome


Hi everyone and welcome to the latest edition of Venturer Vibes.  I’m using this edition to update you with some of the general things that have happened in the Unit of late and to prepare you for the last term in 2005.  So sit back, grab a cuppa and enjoy the read.





Constitutional Review


The Unit has been holding a ‘Constitutional Review’ of late and have made a few changes to the Unit’s constitution.  We still have a little way to go, but before the end of the year you can expect to see a copy of the Unit’s new constitution on the kitchen table for you to read and sign off on with your Venturer.





Tents


All the missing hike tents have turned up.  Thank you to those who had a look at home for them.  Group Committee is working on making the necessary repairs to the tents in readiness for V.G. and the Venture.





On the subject of the Venture, if you think your Venturer will need to borrow one of the hike tents to take to N.S.W. please let me know so I can make sure they are available and in good condition.





Also, as I will be driving to the Venture, I am sure I can squeeze the tents into my car so your Venturer doesn’t have to take them on the plane and therefore giving then 2 more kilograms in clothing (or whatever).





Borrowing Of Unit Equipment


The Unit owns a small amount of equipment, which it saved hard to buy. It’s pride and joy is the 8-man tent, which cost us a great deal on money.  Unit Council allows this tent to be borrowed by Unit members for personal use, as it’s better for it to be used than sit in the hall gathering dust.  Recently, the tent was borrowed and returned in a very sad state.  If your Venturer ever borrows the 8-man tent, can you please ensure:











a)	the tent and fly are both returned dry.  This may mean they both need to be hung somewhere to dry out before they are packed away,


b)	all sticky lollies and lolly papers are removed from inside the tent,


c)	the hammer is in the tent bag,


d)	all pegs are straight and accounted for.  There’s nothing worse than opening a tent on camp to find there are unusable and/or missing pegs and


e)	all damage (whether it occurred while the tent was in your Venturers possession or not) is reported to Unit Council.





Unit Program


There are more and more activities coming to light for the remainder of this year as time goes on.  Keep an eye on the program pages at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/calendar.htm" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/calendar.htm� for updates so you can keep one step ahead of your Venturer.  These are the knows for the remainder of the year:


-	a Ghost Tour of the CBD


-	Chris’ investiture at Calder Raceway


-	a Night Drop with another Unit


-	an orienteering night at Brimbank Park


-	a canoeing / BBQ night on the Maribyrnong River


-	Boot parties for both Tim and Andrew and of course


-	Vic Gathering (money and forms for which is due by 24th October).





We are also currently in the process of putting together the basis of 2006’s program.  If your Venturer would like to see something put on the calendar, get them to talk to Unit Council.





Unit Finances


Yep, the Unit is broke again.  I won’t bore you with exactly how broke but if all the families could settle their debt with the Unit as soon as they can it would be appreciated.





You know the story, please pay us so we can pay them etc.





Recently, Venturers have been turning up to uncatered camps with no food resulting in the other Venturers having to share or someone going off-site to purchase food for them.





Eating Utensils


Equally, can you also ensure your Venturer takes eating utensils on camp with them.  Again, on a recent camp Venturers turned up to a sit down meal with nothing to eat their tea with but their fingers.





Jelly Wrestling


I know it sounds ‘icky’ but one of the Venturers favourite activities is jelly wrestling.  This activity happens on most standing camps and attracts a great deal of participation.  Can you please ensure your Venturer takes clothing on camp that can be ‘wrestled in’.  Even if they don’t have any intention to jelly wrestle when the leave home, the euphoria often gets them involved and there’s nothing worse than getting the good gear covered in ‘jelly’.  It always washes out, but what do they wear in the mean time?





Award Proposals


There has been much discussion at a leader level of recent times about getting Award Proposals approved correctly.  In the past I have spoken to you about District Venturer Council not retrospectively approving proposals.  Now another problem has arisen, that of proposals being placed before leaders and not before Unit Councils.





To correct this problem, leaders have decided they will no longer sign Award Proposals that have not been before Unit Council.  There are exceptions to the rule of course, but generally speaking all proposals must go before Unit Council for approval prior to the Award being commenced.





This process will ensure Unit Council retains control of the process, is aware of what Unit members are up to and maintains the standards required in the Queen’s Scout Award Scheme.





As you can see, I’ve now run out of room, so until next time.











Steve Burns.


9367-1887


0409-673867


ssburns@bigpond.net.au








AJ2007


I know the Venture hasn’t even happened yet, but already Venturers are being called upon to assist to the next Australian Jamboree at Elmore in January 2007.  There are many tasks Venturers can undertake, but the following is an extract from a Hoadley Region publication which you might like to discuss with your Venturer.





“I have been asked to organise people and equipment to supply rescue facilities at the AJ2007 for the Rafting and Canoeing activity.





I have been told that up to 600 to 1000 people a day will be undertaking the activity.  I expect we will require 20 to 24 people to work in half day shifts.





The Jamboree will be held in the Elmore area in the early part of January 2007.   This activity is for 10 days and the people involved in the rescue team are required to have a Level 1 charge certificate in Kayak or Canoe and would preferably hold a Level 2 1st Aid Certificate but it is not necessary.





(Venturer’s Queen’s Scout Badge Work).  The activity will qualify as 20 hours “Service To Scouting”.  I am also working on a program that will give Venturers an opportunity to achieve other Queen’s Scout award work after the Service to Scouting has been completed.





I do not have many details at this stage but the location will be on a quiet section of river.  I have been advised that Venturers will be able to attend the Jamboree proper on their day(s) off. 





If you are interested in attending contact me on � HYPERLINK "mailto:harry.timmermans@whitehorse.vic.gov.au" ��harry.timmermans@whitehorse.vic.gov.au� or (h) 9741-1239





Harry Timmermans


Region Water Activities”.





Now its over to you.








Food On Camps


Some Venturer camps have food available on them (A.G. and V.G. for example) and some don’t.  Before your Venturer goes on a camp, can you please ensure they have the food they need.








