[image: image1.png]






Venturer Vibes





The Newsletter of the 1st Deer Park Venturer Unit








Issue 26	www.mackellarps.vic.edu.au/venturers/home.htm	31st December 2007





Welcome


Happy New Year to everyone!!   As I type this its 33 degrees outside on it’s way to 42 and there’s a bloke in my driveway in a bath of perspiration replacing the electronic ignition on my car so I can go away on holidays.  I only hope 2008 will be cheaper than 2007 has been!!





A quick reminder that Venturer Vibes is my quarterly newsletter to the PARENTS of the Venturers to keep them up to date with what’s going on.  Of course, the Venturers all know most of this stuff, but sometimes they ‘forget’ to pass the info on.  So if you’re not a mum or dad reading this, please give this to one of them after you’ve finished.





Back issues of Venturer Vibes going back to the first edition in July 2000 are available on the Unit’s website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/vibes.htm" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/vibes.htm� if anyone is interested.





Now on with the news (in no particular order).





AV 2009 and Fund Raising


As you all know, this time next year your Venturer could be touring South West Western Australian as a lead up to the 14th Australian Venture.  From the letters I have sent out, most of you will be as up to date as possible on what’s happening from the Victorian end.  I urge you to keep an eye on � HYPERLINK "http://www.escape2venture.com/index.php?section=1" ��http://www.escape2venture.com/index.php?section=1� to see what the Venture organizing committee have to tell us, particularly regarding the major expeditions.  As an aside, as of 2nd December there were 31 Victorians pre-registered to attend the Venture, the most of any contingent.  2nd is the U.K. with 22.  I feel a game of cricket coming on.





Fund raising – the easiest way to make the Venture cheaper (they don’t take cash).  There will be a number of fund raising events held during the year to help subsidize the cost.  The first of these will be a B.B.Q. for the Dennis Corporation on Saturday 12th January.  More details on this later on but keep the day free.  Another very successful and fun event is a Trivia Night.  In the past the Unit has held these and raised over $1,200 in one night.  In any case, a meeting will





be called as soon as we can after Venturers goes back to discuss fund raising options so keep an ear out.





Invoices and Unit Finances


If you have an invoice in this pack of information, it means your Venturer owes the Unit money.  No invoice, your debt free.  I’d like to thank the parents from 1st Deer Park who OK’d the Group to clear the Unit’s debt to me.  It makes life easier but the Unit is still owed over $580.00 by its members.  We would all love to make the Unit’s activities cheaper but it’s a bit hard when the Unit has no money and is owed so much.  Fund raising is an option, but we have the 2 Group’s own events and the Venture to consider this year as well.





One of the problems the Unit faces is members leaving with an unpaid debt.  These debts inevitably are not recovered compounding the situation.  So everyone, please keep up with your subs and other payments and it will make it easier for everyone.





Unit Program


I am currently working on rationalizing the Unit’s program requests and fitting in all the Branch, Region and District events to come up with a ‘final’ program for the year.  While I am still waiting on the Victorian Branch to issue the Leader’s Bible (the Info Book), the program is coming together and I hope to have a copy for everyone before the year starts back.  The program will be emailed to everyone and will ALWAYS be available in html form on the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/calendar.htm" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/calendar.htm� and as a word document at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/docs.htm" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/docs.htm�.  





Because of this, I will no longer be providing program updates as part of Venture Vibes.  To avoid confusion, please encourage your Venturer to listen and take notice of what is arranged during Unit meetings.  Please remember, your Venturer may only ring / message me once to find out what’s happening, but there are 8 others doing the same thing each night.





Awards Scheme Proposals and Queen’s Scout Logs


As I have mentioned before, probably the biggest difference between Scouts and Venturers is the way badge work is done.  Roughly, in the Scout Section the Scout performs a task, refines it and then discusses what they have done with one of their Leaders to earn the badge.  In Venturers it is exactly the opposite.  A Venturer MUST get permission from the Unit Council BEFORE they commence working on the Award.  In some cases they MUST also get permission from the District Venturer Council BEFORE they commence any work.  How does the Venturer get the approvals?  By completing an Award Scheme Proposal from and getting it signed off by the relevant bodies.  Unit members not getting this done bring so many undone along the way.  In fact, it is the reason we have stopped working on our Outdoors II Award.  Despite numerous opportunities, none of the Unit members have gotten their proposals signed by the DVC.





A copy of the Award Scheme Proposal Form is always available from � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/docs/proposal.jpg" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/docs/proposal.jpg�.





Here’s a quick lesson on the Queen’s Scout Award Scheme for you all as well.  Spending 300 plus hours on the individual Awards is only one third of the battle.  The prospective Awardees are then scrutinized by their peers, their Leaders, the District Venturer Council and the Region Venturer Council.  Only if they pass this stage do they get to be interviewed by the District Commissioner who has the responsibility of recommending the Queen’s Scout Award be granted.  During the scrutinizing process, the various bodies discuss the Venturers ‘fitness’ to become a Queen’s Scout and examine the Queen’s Scout Log, which has been complied by the Venturer along their journey.  This log is a written and pictorial record of everything they have done and achieved over the previous three years.





The moral of the story?  Have a talk to your Venturer and make sure they understand the importance of a ‘log’ and what it entails.  If they are in doubt, get them to ask someone.








The Web Site


For some reason, I’ve been distracted over the past


few months and website updates haven’t been happening as often as I would have liked.  I’ve spent many hours over the holidays trying to catch 


up and by the time you read this, hopefully I will have succeeded.  While there are subtle updates throughout the site, the majority of work has happened on the activities pages.  Have a look at � HYPERLINK "http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/2007/2007acts.htm" ��http://www.deerparkscouts.asn.au/venturers/2007/2007acts.htm� to see what members of the Unit have been up to over the year.  Hopefully, 2008 will bring more photos to remind the Venturers what they did during the year and to help promote the Unit to Scouting.





If your Venturer thinks they could do as good if not better job of maintaining the site, please encourage them (.  Whilst I enjoy looking at the photos and writing the text, it becomes very time consuming and I would gladly hand it over to a Venturer.  You never know, there might be a badge in it somewhere!!!





Unit Council


It is very, very apparent the Venturers don’t fully understand the importance of the Unit Council.  The Council is the organizing and decision making body of the Unit.  It is made up of members elected by the Unit to run the Unit.  When the Unit Council doesn’t work, the Unit doesn’t work.  Nigel and I are trying to keep the current Unit Council trickling along but it is becoming more and more difficult.  Please encourage your Venturer to consider the importance of the Unit Council when you next talk about what’s happening at Venturers.





King Edward Avenue


I am extremely hopeful that things will settle down with King Edward Avenue and we can continue to call it home – uninterrupted.  I am assured the Work For The Dole Program has finished and won’t be renewed in 2008 so we will have an empty hall to play games and do ‘stuff’ in.  If this is not the case, the Venturers will be kept fully informed of any developments as they come to hand.





As you will see, I have included another ‘cleanup’ night on the program.  This will enable us to move all the archives out of the garage to the Scout Heritage Centre thus further fulfilling our commitment to the District.





Sailing Course


I have left the best until last.  Through my contacts at the Victorian Guide and Scout Water Activities Centre, I have arranged for the entire Unit and our linking Scouts to participate in a learn to sail activity at Sandringham over 2 weekends in February (9/10and 16/17).  This activity will earn your Venturer (and the Scouts too if they eventually join the Unit) either their Outdoor I or Pursuits I Awards, depends on which one they need.  He cost of this 4 day activity will be $60.00. It is also possible that later in the year, all those who attended the activity will be able undergo a one day assessment and earn not only their Level One Sailing Charge Certificate but also Yachting Australia qualifications, which would enable them to sail out of any yacht club in Australia.





This activity is taking quite some arranging and to enable the activity leader to organize sufficient craft and for me to organize the transport to and from Sandringham, I need to know how many Venturers and linking Scouts will be participating in this activity.





Can all parents please discuss this opportunity with your Venturer / Scout and let me know BEFORE FRIDAY 25th JANUARY.





The $60 isn’t due until 9th February so don’t worry about that part just yet.








That’s all for now.





Hope you are having a good break.

















Steve.





9367-1887 (h)	9364-0200 (w)	0409-673867 (m)











Melbourne Gang Show


Firstly, a bit of history.  In the Unit’s first year of operation (1997/98), 2 Unit members successfully tried out for the cast of Melbourne Gang Show.  After a couple of years of hanging round and helping in the Show’s Catering Dept, I joined Box Office and I’ve been there ever since.  Over the years, the Unit has supplied many cast members to the Show each and every one of them benefiting  hugely from the experience and developing lasting 


friendships along the way.  It’s now fast approaching that time when the 2008 Show gets into gear again.  What this means to the Unit is, in the absence of another full time Leader, the Unit will swap it’s meeting night to a Wednesday for the duration of rehearsals and the run of the show (25 February to 28 June) to enable me to continue my involvement with Gang Show during 2008.





Your Venturer might consider being involved in the Show if not this year maybe next.  It’s a great experience and a sure Expressions I Award (I know because I’m the Show’s badge examiner!!).





Anything Goes


A.G. is very similar to Vic Gathering in its operation except each attending Venturer gets to choose up to 2 off-site activities to participate in over the weekend.  If your Venturer attended Vic Gathering, they will already have information regarding A.G.  If not, then the information is contained in this pack.





All parents should note that I am not available to attend this activity as I will be in Adelaide, however the Venturers can arrange to be ‘hosted’ by another Unit if the choose to go.  This is quite normal and I can assure everyone their Venturer will be well looked after.  The only problem will be getting the Venturers to and from Drouin.





I have been contacted by one of our Venturers asking to arrange a meeting during January to get Anything Goes organized.  As I am not available for most of January, your Venturer may hear from another member of the Unit to talk about A.G..  Our Unit Council Chairperson, Sarah Licht, has been to A.G. a couple of times before and is well equipped to organize the arrangements.











