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WELCOME





Well here we go again off on another action packed term.  Term 2 is a little longer than Term 1 and allows us to have a bit of a breather (if you want to) and yet still manage to get quite a few activities in.





Before I get into the business of this newsletter I’d like to welcome Kieran Matheson and his family to the Unit.  Kieran joins us from 1st Romsey and is a fellow Gang Show’er.  Welcome Kieran, I hope you enjoy your stay at 1st Deer Park and it is as rewarding as you had hoped.








TERM PROGRAM





I have enclosed the latest copy of the 2002 Unit Program.  There are a number of activities that you should be aware of and I will discuss these here to enable your forward planning.  Please note there are amended dates for some of these activities.





Training Courses


1.	Unit Management Course – 25th & 26th May


All members of the Unit are eligible to attend this course and all but one need the badge.  I haven’t seen any application forms as yet, but make sure your Venturer asks me for one if they are interested.





2.	Ideals Course – 14th to 16th June


This is a course all Venturers need to attend at one stage or another.  Unfortunately, there are no Ideals Courses planned for our Area this year.  This course is in Healesville and if your Venturer is interested in attending, get them to talk to me.





3.	Young Leaders Course – Sunday 23rd June


Yet another training course, this one is for those who wish to do their Service with another section of the Scouting movement.  Those who are interested should see me.





Week Night Activities


1.	Gang Show


This will only occupy time in our program until the end of this term.  Those not involved with the show will continue to meet with the District on a Monday night.  We will also meet as a Unit on odd occasions for planning purposes and to participate in planned activities.  On some of these dates we will be at our hall, on others we will be attending outside activities.





2.	Ceremonies – Thursday 18th April


First week back, we are meeting twice as a Unit – once as a planning night on the Wednesday, the second on the Thursday to participate in Matthew’s going up and then investiture ceremonies.  We will be meeting at the usual times at the hall but progressing to the investiture site on the Thursday.  Please collect your Venturer from the hall at 9.30pm on the Thursday.





3.	Ice Skating – Thursday 2nd May


The first of the combined District Activities for this term.  We will probably be heading off to the centre in Oakleigh.  Keep an ear to the ground for more details later on.





4.	Venturer/Scout Challenge – Thursday 9th May


This is the second of our annual challenges.  It’s all a bit of a secret at the moment (you never know who’s reading this) but if you ask your Venturer I’m sure they let you know what we have planned.





5.	Temple Beth Israel – Friday 31st May


The Association is invited to this Jewish Temple every year as part of the Venturer section Ideals Award.  This will be our first year attending this but I don’t have any other details as yet.





6.	Venturer Night at Gang Show


	Friday 28th June


The Unit will be given the opportunity to attend 2 performances of the show, but the big one will be the Venturer night on the Friday night.














The Unit Council puts together a program based on the Unit’s interests and needs, available training courses and ideas put forward at District meetings and during general conversation.  It is hoped the program covers the whole gambit of interests for everyone and it is up to each individual to decide which activities are for them.  Of course we would hope that it is all if not most of them.





Although there has been some Queens Scout Award Scheme work undertaken this term, during Terms 3 and 4 there will be a concerted effort to cover as much of the Citizenship and Service Awards as possible, the rest of the awards are up to the individual.





Venture2003 Trivia Night


Saturday 17th August


The parents of the Venturers who have chosen to attend the 2003 Venture in Canberra have a big haul in front of them trying to fund raise to offset some of the costs.  Most of the activities will only involve those concerned, but there may be a few in which you can help.  Our Trivia Night on August 17rh is one of those.





Please try and keep this night free and come along for a fun night out and support the Venture 2003 fund raising efforts.








I think that’s all for now, until next time.











Steve


9367-1887 (H)


9364-0200 (W)

















After the show there will be a party at the East Burwood Hall the same as last year.  Just as well this is the last day of Term 2 as it proved to be a very early morning after the party last year (I finally crawled into bed at 2.45am).  I will be speaking to the Unit about this in the near future.





Weekend Activities


1.	Painting of the Den – Saturday 20th April


Some time ago, we were given permission to paint our den.  The Unit Council has decided on a colour scheme and will begin the transformation on the 20th.  If your Venturer has nothing to do on the day, they can come down and give us a hand.





2.	Point Nepean – Saturday 27th April


This is a full day activity in which we will be riding pushbikes around the Point Nepean National Park.  We will be taking the bikes there and back by trailer. 





Start dusting off those treadlies and checking the stack hats (no hat, no go).  Please make sure your Venturer’s bike has good brakes, as they will get well used on this trip.





3.	Mud Bash – Sunday 9th June


Mudbash is the Rover section’s showcase event held at their own campsite near Yea (it will also be the site of this year’s V.G.).  The Sunday is visitor’s day and we will be heading up there after lunch for the afternoon and evening’s activities.  We will probably have a BBQ tea up there but the exact details are yet to be decided.





Fund Raisers


1.	Car Boot Sale – Sunday 14th April


As part of the Group’s fund raising activities, it is our turn to watch over the Car Boot Sale on the last day of the holidays.  It is hoped either a Venturer or a member of their family can assist for an hour or so on this day.  We are required from 8.00am until the stallholders decide to call it a day (about 1.00pm).





2.	Car Boot Sale – Saturday 8th June


It’s our turn again on this day.  The same conditions apply as did on the 14th April.





Where To From Here


As you can tell, we are again going to be very busy.  I must point out that there is no compulsion for your Venturer to attend all these activities – not even I do that. 

















