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Hi one and all and Merry Christmas to all the Venturer families.  It’s the night before Christmas and I’m writing this as I take a sigh having finally finished the shopping.  It’s been a big year again in Venturers and I encourage you all to read my annual report (once I’ve written it - the Venture impacts in many ways) to revisit what the Unit had been up to in 2002.





2003 will again be a big year.  While we recover from the rigours of the Venture we will also be in rebuilding mode having said good-bye to Christopher, Jason, Natalie and Dale all of whom have turned the ripe old age of 18.  We have a number of cards up our sleeves with some possibilities of new Venturers from our own Scout Troop, another Scout Troop in the area and even a couple of kids who have never experienced Scouting before.





Which brings me to the real purpose of this Venturer Vibes - 2003.





A new Unit Council will be elected in February, but in the meantime I need to get in early and bring the following to your attention:





1.	Anything Goes - 21st to 23rd February


	Next year it will be held at Lardner Park near Warragul where there is no water so boating is not on the agenda.  Last year was the Unit’s first time at A.G. and we are going to give it another go to see if the changed venue makes any difference.  Cost is $35 payable to the Unit on or before our first night back - Monday 3rd February.  It’s a problem with attending an activity so early in the year, but they need their money.  With the money I will also need the appropriate forms filled in and signed to enable your Venturer to participate.





2.	Hoadley Hide


	Natalie is the only one from our Unit who has ever participated in a Hide and she thoroughly enjoyed it.  	The Hide is like a mobile, 4 day (3 night) initiative course where fun is the name of the game.  








	It is hard work and really tests the Venturers.  Some of those who did the Federation Trail hike during the year have expressed an interest in attending the hide so I have included all the info I have to date on it.





Now, for the ‘Personals’ column:


Rhiannon - I’ve enclosed all the info as requested.  There are copies for both you and Erin.


Dean - I have enclosed a Youth membership Application for you to fill out and return to me as soon as possible.  For insurance purposes, you will have to be a registered member to participate in any of these activities.  Get your mum to talk to me after the 18th January to discuss what this means.


Matthew - There are Venture forms in your envelope you will need to have filled out and signed before you go to Canberra.  I’m not sure if you have already seen these, but be aware that if Venture Admin doesn’t have them you won’t be allowed to do your major activity.


Tim - Your CD is in here as well.


Daniel - I have enclosed a second set of info for you to give to Homer.  There is also a ‘Youth Membership Application’ for him should he require it.  Again, you can get his folks to call me after the 18th January to discuss any issues they have.





Last but not least, I raised the issue of Gang Show and the effect it might have on our meeting nights at our breakup at Geelong.  As at least half of the Unit will be involved in Gang Show, I floated the idea of meeting on another night for the 1st half of the year.  Please discuss this with your Venturer as it means that some of us may end up doing Scouting at least twice a week.





I think that’s all for now.  Have a good break and I’ll catch up with you all in 2003.  After the Venture I’m heading to Bega to spend time with my extended family.  I’ll be available again from Saturday 18th January if I’m needed.





Steve.

















