Venturer Unit

It is with much pleasure that I present the first Annual Report of the rejuvenated 1st Deer Park Venturer Unit.

The Unit was rekindled at the beginning of 3rd Term in response to the demand for Scouting activities in the Deer Park area for the 14 to 18 year age group.  We were initially made up of 3 members from outside the Group (Bronwyn Burns, Natalie Clayton and Jessica Watt), 2 members linking from Scouts (Christopher Bennett and Jason Best) and a Venturing returnee (Mathew Burns).  We have since lost Jessica but have gained our first 'Premier Scout' in Dale Wilson.

Early in 1999, I had decided to return as a leader in the Scout section (following a stint with the District Association), but a greater calling found me with the Venturers.  Now, with my basic training complete and a new found understanding of the Venturer Award Scheme under my belt, we all look forward to some adventurous and fulfilling times ahead.

One of the first duties of the Unit was to develop its own constitution and establish its own identity.  We sifted through a number of other unit's and sample constitutions to come up with one we call our own.  The Unit also decided that although we would not wear hats, full inform would be worn to all hall meetings and we would develop our own 'Activity Uniform' to wear while on outdoor activities. 

Without a doubt, the Unit's biggest challenge has been learning how to program and include the needs of those working towards the ultimate goal, the 'Queens Scout' badge.  The concept of deciding what you want to do and then getting formal approval before beginning (either from the Unit and / or District Council) is foreign to all of us and is taking some getting used to.  Having said that, members of the Unit have had 5 Award Scheme Proposals approved to the end of March 2000 with another 6 awaiting approval.  Additionally, we have had 4 Level One Sailing Charge Certificates earned by members of the Unit this year.

The 'Venturing Skills Award' is another target all the members have been aspiring to.  This has been a much longer road than perhaps it should have been, but all good things come to those who wait and by the time you read this, all Unit members will be wearing this badge.

Another big feather in the cap of the Unit is having two of its members performing in the Melbourne Gang Show.  Bronwyn and Jason have sacrificed many Unit nights and countless hours of their time to experience the smell of the grease paint and the thrill of the performance.  The rest of the Unit wishes them well in this year's season.
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Throughout the 2nd half of 1999 and the early part of 2000, the Unit has learnt many things and been many places.  All Unit members were invested as soon as possible after the Unit Council accepted them.  As a leader, I am keen to see Investiture Ceremonies conducted away from the hall and so far we have had ceremonies conducted on the top of the Rialto building and at the end of Station Pier.  Other sites up for consideration are the Old Melbourne Gaol and Mounts Macedon and Dandenong.

Apart from all this, we have:

a) held two Unit Council elections and moved towards a fully functional Unit Council,

b) joined with Scouts to hold going-up ceremonies

c) participated in three hikes,

d) been indoor rockclimbing,

e) undertaken the early theory and swimming stages of our canoe charge certificates,

f) attempted to hone our skills at ten pin bowling and best of all (for me anyway)

g) attended the Victorian Guide and Scout Sailing Centre attempting our Level 1 Sailing Charges.

Like all Venturer Units, our members are full of ideas and short on time and money.  The motivation for fund raising is somewhat lacking and the reliance on mum and dad bank strong.  This will need to change as the program becomes more adventurous as (in case you haven't noticed) no-one can spend someone else's money like a Venturer.  Some of the ideas for activities our Unit has come up with include fishing trips, go-cart racing, hikes and camps and a level 2 first aid course.  While some of these are fun activities, most will be attributed to the award scheme.

This time next year I will be able to report on the successful completion of a number of award scheme proposals and (hopefully) at least one of our Venturers will be on their way to their Queens Scout Award.

Steve Burns

Acting Venturer Leader.

