	Venturer Unit

It is with much pleasure that I present my second Annual Report for the 1st Deer Park Venturer Unit.

And what a year it's been in Venturers.
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We started the year with 6 Venturers and finished with 7.  In the middle we lost Bronwyn Burns (a severe case of 'teenage girl') and Mathew Burns (turned 18) and gained Maggie Kulyk (new to Scouting), Ambre Bennett and Joel Gauci (both from Scouts - Joel at the last minute).  During the next 12 months I hope we can continue the growth.

12 months ago I commented on one of the Unit's biggest challenges being programming.  I am pleased to report Unit Council is well on the way to being able to successfully plan a full calendar of activities to keep everyone interested while promoting the Award Scheme.  Over the past year, the Unit has participated in the following activities to name a few:


-
pancake cooking night


-
indoor rock climbing


-
luna park


-
ice skating


-
swimming at the State Swimming Centre


-
attended performances of South Metro and Whitehorse Showtimes


-
zone 3 and go-karts


-
visited Cubs and


-
held our formal breakup dinner in costume.

	Although most of the above was for fun, mixed in was a splattering of Award Scheme activities.  The Unit also:


-
took part in the Guide, Scout Sailing Centre activities


-
attended the Founder's Day service


-
assisted at the Group and Region A.G.M.s


-
attended two performances of Gang Show (and witnessed the difference)


-
attended a Brimbank Council meeting


-
held an inter Unit debate


-
had a Venturers Skills first aid night and 


-
visited Keilor Downs police.
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While the Unit's weeknights we kept busy, our weekends were a little quiet.  Members did manage to get the ball rolling late in the year with a District camp at Blackwood and a very wet water activities weekend at Warranga Basin.  Unfortunately the wet on this weekend came from the sky, not from below terminating the weekend prematurely.  We are determined to go back though when the weather is kinder.  Without a doubt, the highlight of the year was the V.G. ( short for Victorian Gathering).  Firstly, let me say I was warned about V.G., but nothing can prepare you for it.

The highlights?……Hmmm, let me think:


-
sleep was an optional extra (fortunately, I took up the option….on both nights!!)


-
the weather (Ambre, where's your hat!)


-
the jumping castle (why would they have a jumping castle at a Venturer activity?  and why was I rostered on to supervise it?)


-
the jelly wresting (why would anyone jelly wrestle!)


-
the socializing (Oh, so that's what they were doing.  back in my day…. Has anyone seen Jason?  Did he come with us?)


-
the movies  (why did they have a Rovers and leaders only viewing of Chicken Run?  And why were all those Rovers at the back of the theatre?)


-
the P.A. system (I'll never watch Good Morning Vietnam again!)


-
the joy flights (it's HOW far to Echuca!  And who said a Cessna can't do a 2G inverted dive!)


-
the shooting range (who's a budding bank robber then!)


-
the all night disco (so that's why we put our tents waaaayyyyyy ever there)


-
the milk crate stacking (see troops, that’s why we wear our uniform!)

All in all, V.G. is something everyone must experience - check the photos on the 4th page of my report.  The organizers did a fantastic job and should be congratulated.  If the Hoadley Hide (organized by the same people this year) is anywhere near as good it will be the place to be next Easter.
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	Our Investitures continue to be a highlight.  During 2000 both Ambre and Maggie were invested into the Unit each at a different place - Ambre at the Old Melbourne Gaol and Maggie at the observatory at Mount Dandenong.  Each of these was special in their own way with the Unit participating in a candlelit tour of the Gaol following Ambre's investiture on the gallows.  As for Maggie, well the walk up the 1000 steps in the dark through the rain forest followed by the sights in the carpark at the observatory distracted somewhat from the investiture ceremony.  But rest assured, if in a few years your son / daughter is consistently late home from her date, I know a good place to start looking!!


We are slowly getting used to the operations of the Award Scheme with some of the Unit utilizing their interests to earn the awards necessary to achieve their Queens Scout.  Others however, aren't so keen or keep forgetting to put in their proposals.  Never the less, during 2000 the following members earn these badges.
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	Christopher Bennett
-
Outdoors 1


-
Venturer Skills Award

Ambre Bennett
-
Outdoors 1


-
Expressions 1 and 2


-
Major Interest Award

Natalie Clayton
-
Outdoors 1 and 2


-
Pursuits 1


-
Venturer Skills Award

Dale Wilson
-
Outdoors 1


-
Venturer Skills Award


At this stage both Ambre and Natalie are distinct possibilities for the Queens Scout Award.  Only time (and school work) will tell.  Through our District Venturer Council, I have also been introduced to the Duke of Edinburgh Award.  This award runs parallel with the Queen Scout and much of the activities undertaken whilst working towards the Queens Scout can be attributed to the Duke of Edinburgh.  At the moment Ambre Bennett is the only Venturer doing the Duke of Edinburgh, but I hope more of the Unit attempt this award.

	As I have noted above, the Melbourne Gang Show has taken a large amount of our resources.  During 2000 Bronwyn (while she was with us), Ambre and Jason performed in Gang Show and this required us to fiddle with the program.  This will happen again in 2001 with Ambre and Jason performing and me also taking a part in the organization of the show.
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There have been many adverse things said in the media about the young people of today. 1st Deer Park Venturers were chosen to assist at the Region A.G.M. for a reason.  They presented and acquitted themselves very well and were congratulated on their efforts and the way they presented themselves by both District and Region staff.  The Venturer age group particularly is struggling with issues such as youth suicide, drugs, sexuality, schooling and (part-time) employment. Every week I sit, watch and listen to your Venturers talk about the issues which concern them.  Each week I go home proud to be their friend and leader.  You too should be proud to be their parents.

Steve Burns

Acting Venturer Leader
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Jelly wrestling - leave it for the Rovers!
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Up, Up and Away!
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Pull!! - and don’t touch the sunburn!!
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Row, row, row your boat…….
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Oh, so that's the jumping castle


	[image: image11.jpg]



Who are these people! - Are they mine?
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Which one is us??
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It’s hot, damn hot!!!


